[Value and complications of pre- and postoperative radiotherapy from the viewpoint of the surgeon].
If radical surgery of rectal cancer can achieve local/regional recurrence rates lower than 15%, preoperative radiation will not improve these results. If the tumor cannot be removed radically, radiation should be used for tumor reduction. Up until now survival could be improved only with a combination of postoperative radiation and chemotherapy, which was associated with higher complication rates. Here controlled studies are needed. The postoperative radiation must be accounted for in the primary operative concept.